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Most residential septic systems consist of a 1,000 gallon
capacity watertight septic tank buried in the ground, and a
drainfield that can fit within the front or back yard of a homesite.
Household wastewaters from the kitchen, bathrooms and
laundry area flow into the septic tank where the solids are
retained. The liquid flows out of the tank to the drainfield where it
leaches through the soil and is treated before reaching the
groundwater.

Unfortunately, not all soils can absorb wastewater or provide
adequate treatment. Septic systems installed in unsuitable soils
usually malfunction by leaking raw, untreated sewage to the
ground surface, ditches or creeks, or by contaminating the
groundwater. Untreated sewage may contain deadly bacteria
and viruses. It can be expensive to remedy the potential health
hazards and odor problems that result from the use of septic
systems in unsuitable soils.

South Carolina state law requires a comprehensive soil and site
evaluation by the county health department to determine the
suitability of the soils and the topography of the lot. A Permit to
Contruct must be obtained from the Department of Health and
Environmental Control (DHEC) before construction begins on
the home or the septic system.

REVIE"PROPERTYBEFOREBUYING

Before purchasing a lot for your home, review the lot yourself.
Pay particular attention to any feature that could affect the
installation or operation of a septic system.

~ Are there gullies, ravines, excessively steep slopes or other
severe topographical conditions?

~ Is the land prone to flooding? Are there rivers or streams
near the property that are likely to flood?

~ Does the land seem to be wet or to hold water? Does
surface drainage seem to be a problem?

~ Does the land contain designated wetlands? Has the extent
of any designated wetlands been mapped on the property?
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